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Northwest Industrial Resource Center (NWIRC) is launching the “What’s So Cool About 

Manufacturing?” (WSCM) student video contest in Erie County as part of the Dream It Do It 

state-wide initiative. We are looking to partner with middle schools, manufacturers, and 

community agencies (including Career Street) to roll this program out in our region.  

 

The goal of the program is to change the perception of manufacturing in our community and 

introduce 7th and 8th grade students to manufacturing careers. This Student Video Contest 

features accurate images of today’s manufacturing environments and abundant career choices 

through the eyes of middle school students. The competition culminates with online voting for 

school videos and an Awards Gala.  

 

WSCM began in Lehigh Valley (Allentown area) and is now in its 4th year of success with many 

positive outcomes. NWIRC is excited to introduce the program for the 2017-2018 school year, 

but we can’t do it alone. We are reaching out to numerous community partners and sponsors to 

assist the program’s success. Please consider joining us by being a program sponsor to allow as 

many schools possible to participate in the program.  

 

Attached is additional background information and sponsorship opportunities. Please contact   

Laurie Knoll at lknoll@nwirc.org or (814) 898-6955 with your interest. We look forward to 

working with you on this important initative. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Robert Zaruta, President/CEO 

NWIRC 

 

 

mailto:lknoll@nwirc.org


WHAT’S SO COOL ABOUT MANUFACTURING?
S T U D E N T  V I D E O  C O N T E S T

4 Year Case Study
TM

Over 150 Pennsylvania manufacturers of all sizes have been featured. Here are just a few:
 Caterpillar B. Braun Medical CF Martin and Co. Crayola

 Lutron Electronic Mack Trucks Nestle Waters North America  Ocean Spray Cranberries      

 Aerzen USA American Crane Martin’s Potato Chips The Rodon Group

Just Born Quality Confections 

American Refining Group

Carpenter

Established Programs

Pilot Programs 2017

WHAT IS “WHAT’S SO COOL ABOUT MANUFACTURING?”
“What’s So Cool About Manufacturing” (WSCM) is a manufacturing video contest for middle school students developed by 
the Manufacturers Resource Center (MRC) and shared through the Dream It. Do It. Pennsylvania platform. The program is 
dedicated to changing perceptions and attitudes about advanced manufacturing careers in the Keystone State. This year 123 
middle school teams participated statewide, more than 3,300 attended award ceremonies, and more than 500,000 online 
votes were cast. This program is changing the perception of manufacturing careers.

WHO IS INVOLVED?

**Enrollment as of 11/19/15**

WHAT IS OUR IMPACT?  (sample impact from Lehigh Valley)
Lehigh Career & Technical Institute 
Programs

2015-16* 2014-15 2013-14 2012-13

Electromechanical/Mechatronics Technology 41 30 30 31

Electronics Technology/Nanofabrication 47 44 38 21

Precision Machine Tool Technology 79 71 75 58

Welding Technology 69 60 46 38

Drafting/Computer Aided Design 49 46 46 46

Pre-Engineering and Engineering Technology 41 13 16 9

Supply Chain Management & Logistics Technology 84 58 52 51

Grand Total 410 322 303 254

The Dream It. Do It. PA contest and related 
programs have caused a spike in enrollment 
and interest in the Manufacturing market 
and associated schooling. Lehigh Career & 
Technical Institute has nearly doubled 
its manufacturing program enrollment
since 2012-2013, and the Pre-Engineering 
and Engineering education track has grown 
by more than four times.

WHERE ARE WE?

Potential
WSCM 

Contests

Current DIDI 
PA Locations

Pittsburgh

South Central

Northwest
North Central

Central 

Cambria 
& Somerset

Lehigh Valley

Chester 
 & Delaware

Berks 
& Schuylkill 

Northeast 

Philadelphia Region

Many more companies have partnered and sponsored programs in their community:
DOW

FMC

Dietz & Watson 

Penske

Penn State

Harley-Davidson

Coca-Cola 

Point Park University

PNC Bank 

First Energy
And many more...



Student  
Video Contest

See Corporate Sponsorship Opportunities on next page.

SPONSORSHIP PROPOSAL

PROGRAM PURPOSE: 

Change the perceptions of manufacturing and introduce middle school students to  
cool manufacturing careers.

PROGRAM SNAPSHOT:
• A video contest among 7th and 8th grade students at middle schools in Erie County
• Contest work begins in October 2017 and ends with an Awards Ceremony in March 2018
• Each participating school district assembles a team of five students and a Teacher Coach
• Each school team is matched with a local manufacturing company to research, interview, and film
  for a two minute video that captures “What’s So Cool About Manufacturing?” 
• Students will spend time planning and then one half day (4 hours) filming at their assigned  
   manufacturing company
• Project kick-off begins with a mandatory 90-minute Teacher Training Seminar
• Each participating school will receive the following resources:
 -All necessary video equipment and accessories
 -Professionally recorded Media Training (4 part video series/ 16 min. total)
 -Teacher Guide to augment the Media Training Series
 -Training specifically focused on equipment usage and media editing (optional)
 -Professional editing feedback throughout the project
• Online portal for designated public voting period leading up to Awards Ceremony
• An Awards Ceremony with ALL participating student teams, parents, teachers, and companies



WSCM Student Video Contest 

SPONSOR PACKAGES
Platinum Sponsorship – $5,000
• 6 reserved, center-stage event tickets
• Mention as Platinum sponsor in press releases and other communications
• Listed in event program as category award presenter
• On-stage presentation for a category award winner
• Platinum sponsor recognition (logo) on all event marketing materials
• Links to your organization’s website on DreamItDoItPA.com and NWIRC.org
• Mention from stage during the Awards Gala
• Exhibit space at the Awards Gala
• Company feature in The Advisor (NWIRC newsletter)

Gold Sponsorship – $2,500
• 4 reserved, event tickets
• Mention as Gold sponsor in press releases
• Category award winner presenter in event program
• Gold sponsor recognition (logo) on all event marketing materials
• Links to your organization’s website on DreamItDoItPA.com and NWIRC.org
• Mention from stage during the Awards Gala
• Exhibit space at the Awards Gala

Silver Sponsorship – $1,000
• 2 reserved, event tickets
• Silver sponsor recognition (logo) on all event marketing materials
• Links to your organization’s website on DreamItDoItPA.com and NWIRC.org

Bronze Sponsorship – Other contributions, products & services
• Bronze sponsor company name recognition on all event
              marketing materials
• Links to your organization’s website on DreamItDoItPA.com
              and NWIRC.org

For more information or to confirm sponsorship:

Laurie Knoll at (814) 898-6955 or lknoll@nwirc.org
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SEARCH

Search … Search

CONNECT WITH US

EMAIL ALERTS

Subscribe to free e-mail alerts from the Manufacturing 

Innovation blog by entering your e-mail address in the 

box below.

Subscribe Now:  Enter e-mail address

Subscribe

CATEGORIES

Categories Select Category 

TRENDING

7 Tips to Reduce Energy Costs
by Brian Lagas

Five Benefits of Embracing Sustainability and Green 

Manufacturing
by Brian Lagas

Five Technological Applications Impacting 

Manufacturing Innovation
by Ben Vickery

INFOGRAPHIC: Facts About Manufacturing
by Zara Brunner

Way to Grow! Startups and Small Manufacturer Success 

Stories
by Tab Wilkins

BLOGROLL

CMTC Manufacturing Blog

IMEC Blog

Industrial Strength Marketing Blog

Made In New Jersey Blog
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U.S. MANUFACTURINGBY MARY ANN PACELLI ON MARCH 4, 2016 · 

“What’s So Cool About Manufacturing? Everything!” 

Billboards guide the community to a website hosting 

the videos, where they can vote for their favorite.

As said by one of the students interviewed on her participation in the 3rd annual What’s So Cool About Manufacturing 

Student Video Contest in the Lehigh Valley (PA). I had the privilege to attend the awards ceremony of this awesome 

event ‘dreamed up’ by the Manufacturers Resource Center (MRC), the MEP affiliate in the Lehigh Valley region of 

Pennsylvania, held on February 23, 2016 with 800 people in attendance.

Jack Pfunder, President of MRC, and his team started this 

contest 3 years ago as an opportunity to expose middle school 

students to the wonders of manufacturing in their own back 

yard. As the Dream It, Do It lead for the state of Pennsylvania, 

MRC was wrestling with the talent pipeline issues faced by 

many manufacturers across the country. How do we excite the 

next generation of talented students to consider careers in this 

industry?

The Lehigh Valley has a wonderful network of Career and 

Technical High Schools with solid programs available for manufacturing careers, but they need to excite 7th and 8th 

graders to enroll. And of course parents need to get the message also that there are many companies in their 

community looking for talented and smart ‘kids’ to take on the challenge of helping them grow their businesses. With a 

few dollars from local philanthropy, and a few companies willing to open their doors to teams of 7th and 8th graders 

and their video cameras, the first 10 teams of students, with teacher coaches, piloted this innovative program. Student 

teams learn about the company, its manufacturing process, and the jobs required and then they plan and “shoot” their 

footage to compete for the title of Coolest Video. Who votes? The community. With ads, billboards, and social media, the 

community is guided to a website hosting the videos, where they can vote for their favorite.

This year, there were 30 student teams matched with 30 

manufacturing companies. Over 117,000 people throughout 

the Lehigh Valley viewed the videos and voted! The diverse 

teams of 4-8 students learned about local manufacturers with 

diverse products such as Peeps, guitars, electronic controls, 

polymer processing, pharmaceuticals, cranberry juice and 

trucks.

5/20/2017http://nistmep.blogs.govdelivery.com/whats-so-cool-about-manufacturing-everything/



Manufacturing Success Blog – MAGNET

MassMEP Blog

MEP Supply Chain Blog

MEPoL Blog

Missouri Enterprise Blog

MMTC Blog

NC State of Business Blog

OMEP Blog

The Commerce Blog

The CONNSTEP Blog

The Rodon Blog

TMAC Blog

WMEP Blog

 

ABOUT AUTHOR

MARY ANN PACELLI

Mary Ann Pacelli is MEP’S Workforce Development Manager. Her work includes advocating for 

manufacturing workforce priorities with related federal agencies and providing technical support 

to the network of MEP centers across the country for workforce related activities. Previously she 

was Assistant Director for Workforce and Talent Development at MAGNET (Manufacturing 

Advocacy and Growth Network), an Ohio MEP affiliate center.

RELATED POSTS

2 COMMENTS 

TAWFIK AHMED ABDO MUSAED QERAN  on MARCH 4, 2016 6:08 PM 

DON - PLC PROGRAMMING  on MARCH 7, 2016 4:49 PM 

LEAVE A REPLY

800 people attended the awards ceremony for the 3rd 

annual What’s So Cool About Manufacturing Student 

Video Contest.

As I wandered through the awards celebration event that had 

displays from the sponsoring companies, I heard so many 

kudos to the team at MRC and how much they enjoyed 

participating. Participating company representatives shared 

with me their challenges in attracting high quality applicants for their workforce. Many are smaller organizations that 

are not well known, even in their own communities. They told me how much they enjoyed showcasing their companies 

and their enthusiasm for manufacturing with the students. Some are already seeing an improvement in their recruiting 

outcomes!

Talking with students and parents, many shared comments that before these past few years of the contest, they didn’t 

know many of these companies existed, and thought manufacturing was not a large component of the region. They 

know better now! And are glad they could participate.

Check out the videos at www.DreamitdoitPA.com to see just how cool manufacturing really is!

Share This

dream it do it lehigh valley mrc pennsylvania U.S. Manufacturing video contest

whats so cool about manufacturing

Making “The Technology” for 
Exoskeletons a Reality

APRIL 21, 2017  0

Tier One Corporate Trends

MARCH 6, 2017  2

INFOGRAPHIC: Facts About 
Manufacturing

FEBRUARY 24, 2017  8

Thanks you very much. ….

REPLY ∠

So cool!

REPLY ∠

5/20/2017http://nistmep.blogs.govdelivery.com/whats-so-cool-about-manufacturing-everything/
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